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Visual journalism:
Help Is here

April 25 conference focuses on print/video
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NINA continues its commitment
to new-media training with our April
25 spring conference, Itsa Visual
World.

The event will offer help for
publishers, editors, reporters and
photographers in learning to think
more visually to take advantage
of video and photos with limited
resources.

Speaker Curt Chandler will look
at ways newspapers are electrifying
their storytelling with better use of
pictures in print and a commitment to
photos and videos on the web. And, to
emphasize how each medium requires
its own approach to visual journalism,
we |l take three traditional print ideas
and show how they could be done
differently -- and more powerfully -- for
print, Web and other casts.

The conversation will address
not just the how-to questions, but
also the why questions. We Il look
at philosophies for doing video and
other multimedia on the Web. What s
working? What s not working? What
are reasonable expectations for small
to midsize newspapers? What kind
of time and training investments are
necessary?

This is relatively new territory for
most small to mid-sized weekly and
daily newspapers in northern lIllinois,
said NINA First Vice President Pete
Nenni of the Daily Herald. So, having
someone of Curt s background and
experience talk on this subject will
provide some valuable insight.

Speaker: Curt Chandler is senior lecturer
specializing in multimedia reporting at
Penn State University. Before entering
the academic world last summer, he

; was the editor for
online innovation
at the post-gazette.
com in Pittsburgh.
Curt has a degree in
newspaper writing from
Northwestern University
and more than 25 years
of newspaper experience
as a visual journalist, manager and online
editor. He also worked for the Cleveland
Plain Dealer, the Ogden (Utah) Standard-
Examiner and the Pueblo (Colo.) Chieftan.
He has conducted multimedia training
in newsroom and seminars for working
journalists in addition to working in the
classroom with students who aspire to be
journalists.

When: Friday, April 25, 2008

Time: 8:45 a.m. to noon

Where: Holmes Student Center, Room 305,
NIU-DeKalb

Cost: $20 for NINA members and attendees
from member publications; $40 for
nonmembers.

Who should attend: Editors, publishers,
reporters, photojournalists, online staffers.

Parking: Use either the N1U visitor lot or the
Newman Center lot. Both cost $5 a day.

Registration deadline: Friday, April 18.
Contact Jim Killam at 815-753-4239, or
jkillam@niu.edu.
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In a tragedy,

humanity

comes before deadlines

By Jim Killam

I just spent an hour talking with
someone who was in the Cole Hall
basement at 3 p.m. Feb. 14. Seven people
down there heard the whole horrible event
overhead gunshots, screaming, a mad
stampede for the auditorium exits. Those
in the basement barricaded themselves
in of ces for 90 minutes, not knowing if a
shooter would burst through the doors at
any moment. Finally, police arrived and
led them out.

As ajournalist, | should have been
taking notes and running a voice recorder.
As a college newspaper adviser, | should
have asked if he minded if a student
reporter interviewed him. But this was
a friend, telling me not only about what
he experienced that day, but what he s
experienced since, emotionally. At some
point, his will make a compelling story.
Just not right now.

Such has been the day-to-day experience
of helping my students cover this story,
while we also have been part of the story
and dealing with the emotional fallout.

We are all experiencing thoughts and
emotions that are dif cult to explain to
someone who wasn t here that day. Here
at the Northern Star, we ve learned a

lot about being friends rst, journalists
second. One of our students, Dan
Parmenter, died that day. Two others were
in the auditorium and escaped without
being hit. They are dealing with a lot right
now.

We ve heard the term NIU family
bandied about lately. To be honest, 1 d
never really thought of N1U that way.

The Northern Star and its alumni are
most de nitely a family, but the whole
university? We have 25,000 students, and
3,300 faculty and staff. It s more of a small
city than a family.

That perception has changed, at least for

Jim Killam is adviser for the
Northern Star, the daily student
media at Northern lllinois

| University. He serves as NINA's
communications coordinator.
Contact him at jkillam@niu.edu, or
815-753-4239.

now. Wherever we were at 3 p.m. Feb. 14,
we all experienced something absolutely
awful together. Whether we knew each
other or not, Where were you? became
the rstline of almost every conversation
for a few days.

We also have become a lot more aware
of what s going on around us. We watch
each other s backs. | sat this week in
the Holmes Student Center coffee shop,
talking with Geri Nikolai from the
Rockford Register Star. Across the room,
two male students ran toward a door,
trying to catch a Huskie Bus. | completely
lost my train of thought by zeroing in on
those two guys until | knew they weren t
dangerous.

When a lone student stands outside
a building, we give a second and third
glance. When someone walks into a
classroom late, everyone turns and looks.
And I suppose | Il never look at a guitar
case the same way again. It s not that we re
fearful, at least outwardly. We re just more
alert.

We ve also grown to understand
something counselors call event fatigue.
We are talked out, counseled out and just
plain tired. It s not that we mind talking
about the tragedy. We re just out of things
to say.

Since Feb. 14, | ve probably done 30
interviews with reporters (print, broadcast
and online) from all over the world. Some
of our Northern Star students have done
even more. We learned quickly how to
distinguish between reporters who see
you as that day s story, and those who
genuinely care.

Examples of the former: A national TV
producer, on the phone an hour after the
shootings, who told one of our students,

This could be your one chance to be
on national TV. Or the network camera
man, covering a church service, who
asked parishioners to sit down during
the scripture reading because they were
blocking his shot.

Examples of the latter: The many
reporters who used the Northern Star
as an of ce from which to write and
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